TWEENS TEENS ADULTS

GAME/ACTIVITY | CRAFT | LOW cosT

PLAY LIKE VIKINGS:
HNEFATAFL

AGES

Teens/tweens
Multigenerational

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Make your own Hnefatafl game (also known as Tablut), which the Vikings
used to play. This game is over 1600 years old. You could premake several
board games and run a Viking-themed games night, or have participants
create and decorate their own boards. To expand, discuss other games
and activities that Vikings used to play. Or have participants design Viking
dragon boats out of construction paper or recycled materials. Suggested
runtime: 90 min.

Image source: Shutterstock Image source: Shutterstock

MATERIALS AND PREPARATION

Materials: Paper, rulers, pencils, colored markers or paint and paintbrush- TIP:

es, scissors, tables and chairs
You can also make a

Instructions: sturdier version using

_— . . . small wood cubes and
e There are many variations of Hnefatafl. Decide which version you laminated or cardboard

want to use in advance. gameboards.

e Participants can create and decorate their own game boards, or you
can premake them.

e Cut out 25 circles that will fit inside the squares on the game board, 9
with one pattern, and 16 with another.

e Teach the players how the game works, and let everyone have a try
playing it.
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UNIQUE SPACE AND/OR PERSONNEL NEEDS

Solo-librarian friendly.

RESOURCES

Web
About Hnefatafl from Board Game Geek: https://bit.ly/3vEAOOA

Books

Non-fiction

Viking (Eyewitness Books) (2009) by Susan Margeson

The Vicious Vikings (Horrible Histories) (2017) by Terry Deary (children’s)
Norse Mythology (2018) by Neil Gaiman (YA/adult)

Fiction
How to Train Your Dragon series (2010) by Cressida Cowell (children’s)

You Wouldn’'t Want to be a Viking Explorer (2013) by Andrew Langley and
David Antram (children’s)

The Last Shadow Warrior (2021) by Sam Subity (children’s)
Odd and the Frost Giants (2010) by Neil Gaiman (children’s)

The Saga of Erik the Viking (1988) by Terry Jones and Michael Foreman
(children’s)

Riddle of the Runes (2018) by Janina Ramirez and David Wyatt (chil-
dren’s)

Printables

Tablut Game and Instructions
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